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New longevity records for Black Stork (Ciconia nigra)

Nové zaznamy dlhovekosti u bociana cierneho (Ciconia nigra)

Stefan DANKO

J. Svermu 1, 071 01 Michalovce, Slovensko; dankostef@gmail.com

Abstract. In 2023, the highest known age of a Black Stork was 22 years and two months. The author summarized
five published and four new data on individuals (all ringed as pulli) which reached from 18 years and 3 months to
22 years and min. 2 months of life. Eight of them had besides Alu rings also readable colour plastic rings. The new
knowledge is that the 22-year-old male was raising its chicks.
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There is limited data in the literature regarding
the longevity of Black Storks. Among more than
1300 ringed individuals with at least one reco-
very in the EURING database until November
2009, the oldest ones were 18 and 19-year-old
individuals from Poland found dead without
further details (Tamas 2011). According to data
published in the latest list of longevity records
of European birds (Fransson et al. 2023), the
oldest Black Storks were two Czech individuals
- both 19 years and 10 months-old (Table 1).
However, Klvana & Cepak (2022) listed the ol-
dest individual in the Czech Republic as 22-years
and 2-months-old (Table 1) and 21-years and
1-month-old Black Stork controlled in July 2022
is listed in the most recent list of ringed birds in
Czech Republic (Cepak & Klvana 2023; Table
1). A report from the Hungarian Bird Ringing
Centre in August 2023 (Maddrgytrazési
Kozpont 2023) mentioned the observation of the
oldest Black Stork, 20 years and 2 months old,
around the Tisza Rriver, for several days. It was
reported to have been seen in Israel in 2005 and
has been regularly observed around the Tisza
River since 2014 in the area of Szajol (Table 1).
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During 2023, I discovered some unpub-
lished recovery data of Black Storks aged at
least 18 years old. Three of them were ringed
in Slovakia, and one individual was ringed in
Hungary. Black Storks chicks typically hatch in
May and June, so they are at least one month old
at the time of ringing. According to this formula,
age calculation is done in these specimens.

A colour-marked individual from eastern
Slovakia, which was 18 years and 3 months old
was controlled in Hortobagy - Hungary (Bird
Ringing Centre Slovakia). A stork with a colour
ring from northern Slovakia was found at the age
of 18 year and 4 months in Israel. The bird had
some textile material wrapped above the ring
(fishing net line? — see Fig. 1) when observed
and the ring has caused secondary necrosis
of the foot. This individual was observed by
C. Rohde in 2013, but the bird had no necrosis
at that time (Karaska in litt.). A colour-marked
Black Stork ringed in 2003 in Hungary was
observed by A. Mordcz at the end of August at
the age of 20 years and 3 months (Kalocsa in
litt.; Table 1).
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Fig. 1. 18-years-old individual of the Black Stork in Israel, Fig. 2. 21-years-old individual in Poland in 2022 (photo by

5.10. 2015 (photo by T. Krumenacker). G. Pitucha).
Obr. 1. 18 roény jedinec bociana ¢ierneho v Izraeli, Obr. 2. 21 rocny jedinec v Polsku v roku 2022 (foto: G. Pi-
5. 10. 2015 (foto: T. Krumenacker). tucha).

Fig. 3. Black Stork chicks from 22 years old male on the nest in 2023 (photo by G. Pitucha).
Obr. 3. Mladata bociana cierneho od 22 roéného samca na hniezde v roku 2023 (foto: G. Pitucha).

40 Tichodroma 36 (2024)



: E2 8 SO PENITEESSEREEEEE HT Y £2EE 222528 2 sQ A8
E2 s g2 858 258 o o g9 5 8 g9 S5 s 8% S E 3% S =T o . 5
ECL 38285 2C w85 S22 02 PRl Rl Il Sgag 2
S EE2 23R8 PEEBE T CEZET s 885382 2527
> o e A0y S < < S = 2 IR - - = ) =1 — U
52 EB  BEZ 055 .y EEEEEEES TfeEE25 838 SEZy 8
b VP 28 B8RS s S SsR8cTNT 8E 2 PR R - - g0 27
28 gL 58 B PERPTETROFTLE T2 ETEN g5 528 5E PSS g £~ 52
- el - I - SRS - O g e S S S E2E 0SS TEMEEsSE®mS e L s . & E
eekrwowimm%,mnea.mawznwem,rud.ﬁ ScaE2EREEEE ¢ vES s
o v <o o N = 09 F o 2« & - S0, -~ O 9 = 2 ¥ 8 RN )
SESEoEREE B, PNYEE L B85 TEivEs2z252¢83 « ZEEET
S v~ G280l SSREEECERE S SS 0 TS5 o2 s 82D D2 St 5 5 EZE»
oS S EE S ScEEE vy bl s 8E~TREST $ETEESsELotE S =2E52%
= 0 A = O 9 5> < ‘55 2 3% 6 8 £ b _ < O
CE L LHEEERITERIEEE0EESED RS2 ELSEESEEEE » > o .88
wyg ‘Azz Buu 1nojo9 jo ojoyd puejod ‘euziN eABuIR] €20 1Snbny osued - usalb
BIEAOIS ‘AOQOMOIM  1L00Z'90°9Z Hea’s ¢d48 £€09 VIAVAOTS
220z YedaD g eUBAJY wg Azz But unojoo Jo ojoyd olignday yosezy ‘edinodod  1.202'80°€0 p uoalb
Jalod -
oligndey yoez) ‘Aouesg  6661°90'62 od 4 nNg  L069X8 VHved
€202 eyenly g dedad wy ALz Bun 4nojoo 4o ojoyd olgnday Yyoezg ‘gejz Jujod 220z L0°L0 . apym
) e epuag d : €101 X9 VHYYd
olignday yoezy ‘ednoT JuzeiN  100Z'90°0) H009
we ‘Aoz Bun unojoo 4o ojoyd Areybuny ‘efeg  €z0z'8'52 so0lEY] - auym
KigBuny ‘pRIoWOH  £002-20° 40 ey g Ao Brevest 1s3dvand
€202 OYg ueuebuny wg ‘Aoz Bu unojoo o ojoud AreBuny ‘jofezs  £20z°80'+0 alym
esooey| ‘g : z85ve81 1s3dvand
Aiebuny ‘oyuezsbazoioH €002°20°20 2808
€20z ‘lejo uossueld  wi| A} But unojoo o ojoyd olignday Yyoez) ‘upesA  6102°G0°80 seloH o uoalb 169/ Xg VHYAY
0202 >eda) g eueAy olignday Yoz ‘dINONIN  6661°90°LC ’ HIN9
€20z ‘lejo UOSSUBRlS W] Ag| pley oy} ul peal Bul [y ongndey yoezy ‘ejoyT exoI0ZelL  $102'S0°0L
\ e Jafod 4 — vl Xd VHVYYd
G10zZ eds) 3 eyeAy oligndey yoezy ‘@oIN0NSeAY  ¥661°90°'GZ
wy ‘Ag| Bun 1nojoo jo ojoud |oBIS| ‘IAZL JBIIL  GL0OZ'0L'SO abuelo
exseley 'q l9¢e1ed VHVYd
eBeAo|S ‘gusIsll  /661°20°L0 888
wg gL pioy ayy ur peas Bul nojod AreBuny ‘ABeqopoH  €z0Z'60°C) alym
; e AOUIA P : ¥262 O VIMVAOTS
ED{BAOIS ‘AOYSNY  G00Z L0°60 VM8
foipz XN Soujo)O ejlexo] wmeq Jojenoyzniy  eqied W ©[RJUBD BIOBAONZIIY
90In0S aby S9oUBISWNIID Ajjeoo aleq Jabury Inojo) a1uao Buibury

“(syoznuy Auqeiey = equey soznuf froxiuny = |y) r0zejgu yofuenoy
-edo e ejueAOYZIJY [WEBXO] B [ewnjep ‘elueAoyznly juejiejop s (eibiu eluodlD) oyauiald euelooq [jSoxaAoy|p Aoweuzez yofueroyigndau yooifis e yofueroxgnd yonerd weuzoz *L ‘qel

*(Bul Jn0j02=1n0J0d

‘Bul wnuiwinje=|y) seuaAocdas pue Buibull Jo salis pue sajep ‘s|ielop Buibuu yum (esbiu eiuoor)) 3101 Moelg ayy ul spiodal Ajnabuol paysiigndun unoy pue paysiignd aAl Jo isIT °| d|qel

41

Tichodroma 36 (2024)



zhrnul pét publikovanych a $tyri nové udaje
o jedincoch (vSetky kruzkované ako mladata
na hniezde), ktoré dosiahli od 18 rokov a troch
mesiacov az do 22 rokov a minimélne dvoch
mesiacov zivota. Osem z nich malo okrem
hlinikovych krazkov aj farebné od¢itacie krazky.
Novym poznatkom je, Ze 22 ro¢ny samec
odchovaval svoje mladata.
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